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	Diversifying Talent Scholarship Scheme Application Form Template 2025-26


Iapetus is committed to developing a diverse, representative community of researchers in Environmental Science.  For this scheme, we welcome applications from traditionally under-represented communities, namely those from a UK minoritized ethnic group and/or those from lower socio-economic backgrounds.  Any of our scholarships can be part-time if that mode of study is more appropriate for your circumstances.  We are guided by the UKRI policies on Equality, Diversity and Inclusion, and you can find a copy of them at this link.  Our DTP policy for EDI can be found here. 

	PLEASE READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS BEFORE COMPLETING THE FORM
· This template is provided to allow you to produce your application more easily.  It is designed to provide us with the information we need to evaluate your application.  We know that successful PhD students come from a wide range of backgrounds and with widely differing experience.  By using this template, we can best evaluate your past achievements and potential for PhD research in the context of any past opportunities or barriers you may have faced.  Our aim is to help you demonstrate your potential and make the best possible case for your future career in the environmental sciences. 
· We recommend that you use this template to enter and edit your supporting information in good time before the application deadline, and then use it to copy and paste the information required into the online form.  
Please note that we can only accept applications via the online form, and you should NOT send the completed Word document template to us.
· Please read and review Iapetus’s latest guidance on its Diversifying Talent Scholarship Scheme before completing and submitting an application. This information is available at www.iapetus.ac.uk. 
· If you are uncertain about any of the elements of the form, don’t hesitate to get in touch with us at iapetus.applications@durham.ac.uk.  The DTP Manager will respond to your questions; the manager is not involved in the decision-making part of the evaluation process for studentships.
· Do not feel that you need to write up to the word limits in each case.  Succinct answers are often as effective in making your points.  Please do NOT exceed the word limits.
· When completing section 3-4, please ensure that you do not include information that will allow you or any of your protected characteristics to be identified.
· Not everyone will have items for Section 3.2 and Section 4; this will not adversely affect your application. 
· Remember that the deadline is Monday 5th January 2026 at 12 midday (UK time), and we are unable to accept applications after this time. By the deadline,  applicants must have completed the following:
a. Applicants must complete the online Iapetus Diversifying Talent Scholarship Scheme Application Form. Applicants will be given a Confirmation Reference Number after submission. 
b. Applicants must then submit a copy of their 2-page CV and their academic transcripts to iapetus.applications@durham.ac.uk, putting in the Subject Line: [Confirmation Reference Number], [Applicant Last Name]. Applicants are advised not to include a photograph and write their CV without gender specific pronouns to avoid unconscious bias during the application process.
· Iapetus will automatically contact your two referees on Monday 5th January to request they complete the Iapetus Reference Form. This will be due to Iapetus on  Friday 16th January, 2026 12 midday (UK time). Please ensure your two references are available to write you a reference in this timeframe.
· Eligibility for the Iapetus Diversifying Talent Scholarship Scheme is restricted to Home students who identify as being from a UK Minoritized Ethnic Group and/or those from a lower socio-economic background.


Section 1 – Eligibility (This information is NOT passed on to evaluation panels)

	1. Are you eligible for a Home award? *

To be classed as a Home student, candidates must meet the following criteria and the associated residency requirements: 
· Be a UK National (meeting residency requirements), or 
· Have settled status, or
· Have pre-settled status (meeting residency requirements), or 
· Have indefinite leave to remain or enter 

UK National
· The UK includes the United Kingdom and Islands (i.e. the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man). In terms of residency requirements for UK nationals, for courses starting from 1 August 2021, candidates will continue to be eligible for home fee status as long as: 
· they were living in the EEA or Switzerland on 31 December 2020, and have lived in the EEA, Switzerland, the UK or Gibraltar for at least the last 3 years before starting a course in the UK 
· have lived continuously in the EEA, Switzerland, the UK or Gibraltar between 31 December 2020 and the start of the course 
· the course starts before 1 January 2028 

Eligibility on these grounds will only be available for courses starting up to seven years from the last day of the transition period (i.e. on 31 December 2027 at the latest). 

Children of UK nationals will also be eligible for support on the same terms, even if they are not themselves UK nationals, as long as both the UK national and the child meet the conditions listed above. 

This will not apply to Irish nationals living in the UK and Ireland whose right to study and to access benefits and services will be preserved on a reciprocal basis for UK and Irish nationals under the Common Travel Area arrangement.
	Choose an item.
	2. Do you identify as being from a UK minoritized ethnic group? *
	Choose an item.
	3. Please give the postcode area you grew up in, or went to school in. *
	e.g. MK14 9LE
	4. POLAR4 quintile score of that postcode. *
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/data-and-analysis/young-participation-by-area/search-by-postcode/
	e.g. 2
	5. Were you eligible for free school meals when you attended school? *
	Choose an item.
	6. Had any of your parents/guardians completed a university degree by the time you finished secondary school? *
	Choose an item.



Section 2 – Applicant Details

	7. Forename(s) *
	Click here to enter text.
	8. Surname *
	Click here to enter text.
	9. Email Address *
	Click here to enter text.
	10. Where are you likely to be living / located (city and country) on Tuesday 24th February / Wednesday 25th February 2026? *
(This is so time zone differences can be taken into account when scheduling Iapetus Interviews)
	Eg. London, UK




Section 3.1 - Supporting Information (Education)

Details of your education starting with the most recent. If you have additional education attainments, you can include these details in Section 4.

	11. Degree level (most recent) *
	Click here to enter text.
	12. Institution *
	Click here to enter text.
	13.  Degree Title *
	Click here to enter text.
	14.  Start Date *
	Click here to enter date in format DD/MM/YY.
	15.  End Date *
	Click here to enter date in format DD/MM/YY.
	16.  Degree Classification *
	Click here to enter text.


	17. Degree level (second most recent, if applicable)
	Click here to enter text.
	18. Institution
	Click here to enter text.
	19.  Degree Title
	Click here to enter text.
	20.  Start Date
	Click here to enter date in format DD/MM/YY.
	21.  End Date
	Click here to enter date in format DD/MM/YY.
	22.  Degree Classification
	Click here to enter text.


Section 3.2 – Supporting Information (Employment Record)

Details of employment, or any other activities providing experience relevant to your application starting with the most recent. If you have additional employment experience, you can include details in Section 4.
If you do not have relevant work experience it will not impact negatively on your application.

	23. Employment 1 - Job Title
	Click here to enter text.
	24. Start date
	Click here to enter date in format DD/MM/YY.
	25. End date
	Click here to enter date in format DD/MM/YY.
	26. Employer
	Click here to enter text.
	27. Details of post
	Click here to enter text.


	28. Employment 2 - Job Title
	Click here to enter text.
	29. Start date
	Click here to enter date in format DD/MM/YY.
	30. End date
	Click here to enter date in format DD/MM/YY.
	31. Employer
	Click here to enter text.
	32. Details of post
	Click here to enter text.



Section 3.3 - Supporting Information (Experience)

	33. Why do you want to do a PhD? *  (Maximum 200 words)

A PhD is a 3.5 year commitment that requires high personal motivation. How will completing a PhD lead to your chosen career? Why are you interested in research and how have you developed this interest?

	Click here to enter text.


	34. In which subject area are you most interested to study for a PhD? *

[bookmark: _heading=h.m980obw9ck6p]Please select one option out of the following that interests you most

	Choose an item.



	35. Please select up to 5 of the following options which most interest you. *
For more on each category, please see: https://www.ukri.org/councils/nerc/guidance-for-applicants/how-to-submit-your-application/research-area-selection-in-je-s/

	Archaeology
	

	Palaeobiology
	☐

	Science-based archaeology
	☐

	
	

	Atmospheric physics and chemistry
	

	Atmospheric kinetics
	☐

	Boundary layer meteorology
	☐

	Land – atmosphere interactions
	☐

	Large scale atmospheric dynamics and transport
	☐

	Ocean – atmosphere interactions
	☐

	Radiative processes and effects
	☐

	Stratospheric processes
	☐

	Tropospheric processes
	☐

	Upper atmosphere processes and geospace
	☐

	Water in the atmosphere
	☐

	
	

	Climate and climate change
	

	Climate and climate change
	☐

	Palaeoenvironments
	☐

	Regional weather and extreme events
	☐

	
	

	Ecology, biodiversity and systematics
	

	Behavioural ecology
	☐

	Community ecology
	☐

	Conservation ecology
	☐

	Population ecology
	☐

	Systematics and taxonomy
	☐

	
	

	Genetics and development
	

	Population genetics and evolution
	☐

	Geosciences
	☐

	Earth engineering
	☐

	Earth resources
	☐

	Geohazards
	☐

	Hydrogeology
	☐

	Hydrological processes
	☐

	Mantle and core processes
	☐

	Physics and chemistry of Earth materials
	☐

	Quaternary science
	☐

	Sediments and sedimentary processes
	☐

	Tectonic processes
	☐

	Volcanic processes
	☐

	
	

	Marine environments
	

	Biogeochemical cycles
	☐

	Ecosystem-scale processes and land use
	☐

	Land – ocean interactions
	☐

	Ocean – atmosphere interactions
	☐

	Ocean circulation
	☐

	
	

	Medical and health interface
	

	Environment and health
	☐

	
	

	Microbial sciences
	

	Environmental microbiology
	☐

	
	

	Omic sciences and technologies
	

	Environmental genomics
	☐

	
	

	Planetary science
	

	Planetary Surfaces and Geology
	☐

	
	

	Plant and crop science
	

	Environmental physiology
	☐

	
	

	Pollution, waste and resources
	

	Ecotoxicology
	☐

	Pollution
	☐

	
	

	Terrestrial and freshwater environments
	

	Biogeochemical cycles
	☐

	Earth surface processes
	☐

	Ecosystem-scale processes and land use
	☐

	Land – atmosphere interactions
	☐

	Land – ocean interactions
	☐

	Soil Science
	☐

	Water quality
	☐

	
	

	Tools, technology and methods
	

	Environmental biotechnology
	☐

	Environmental informatics
	☐

	Survey and monitoring
	☐

	Technology for environmental applications
	☐



	36. Do any of the advertised Iapetus projects interest you from the given list on the Diversifying Talent Scholarship Scheme page. If so, please write the Iapetus code(s) and project title(s) here. 

If you would prefer to create your own PhD project with selected supervisors and not identify a project offered by our supervisors, please leave this question blank

	Click here to enter text.


	37. Which skills, aptitude and experience do you have that make you an ideal candidate for a PhD in the area you have chosen? * (Maximum 200 words)

Please tell us how your skills (e.g., technical, laboratory, field, analytical, independent work or teamwork skills) align with the research area you are interested in.  You may use examples from a wide variety of life experience, including work, academic study, research, presentations or public engagement activities, wider reading, extra-curricular activities such as sports, volunteering or other community activities.

	Click here to enter text.


	38. What do you think are the key research challenges in the research area in which you are interested? * (Maximum 350 words)

You should show evidence of information found from a range of academic or non-academic sources.

	Click here to enter text.


	39.  How do you plan and manage your time and motivate yourself during long-term projects? * (Maximum 200 words)

Good project and time management skills are key to the successful completion of a PhD, so here is the opportunity to show us how you approach planning and carrying out projects. How do you plan tasks and manage your time using evidence from your academic, work or life experience.

	Click here to enter text.


	40. What strategies do you use to solve problems? * (Maximum 200 words)

You will have to solve many problems during your PhD research, so here is the opportunity to show us how you approach problem solving. Describe a problem you have had to solve during your studies, at work, at home or elsewhere. Please describe how you solved the problem and how you might respond differently if you were faced with that problem again.

	Click here to enter text.


	41. Please describe any challenges that you have encountered and how you have overcome them, on your journey towards applying for this PhD studentship. (Maximum 300 words)

Iapetus is committed to widening participation and opportunity for PhD studentships to a diverse community of applicants. To help provide further context to your application, here is an optional opportunity to provide information or context that may have impacted your academic career path so far.  This may include (but is not limited to) caring responsibilities, disabilities, ill health and/or financial pressures. Personal details are NOT needed, but a note about the effect of the circumstance(s) and the timescale over which the circumstance(s) occurred (or continue to occur) would be helpful for appropriately evaluating your application relative to opportunity. 

	Click here to enter text.



Section 4 – Additional Information

Please only use this section to add details of additional qualifications or employment relevant to the research area in which you are interested. It is not expected that you should complete this section and if you do not have additional relevant experience it will not negatively impact your application.

	42. Additional education details

	Click here to enter text.


	43. Additional employment details

	Click here to enter text.




Section 5 - References

[bookmark: _Hlk213776545]Referee details must be included on this form. Once you have submitted your application, Iapetus will automatically contact your referees on Monday 5th January to request a reference for you. Please ensure you have asked your referees in advance of submitting the application form and that they are available to write a reference. The deadline for submitting references to Iapetus is Friday 16th January 2026 at 12 midday. 
Full details of what referees need to provide will be sent directly to them from Iapetus

	44. Referee 1 Name
	Click here to enter text.
	45. Referee 1 Position
	Click here to enter text.
	46. Referee 1 University, Organisation, Company
	Click here to enter text.
	47. Referee 1 Email Address
	Click here to enter text.


	48. Referee 2 Name
	Click here to enter text.
	49. Referee 2 Position
	Click here to enter text.
	50. Referee 2 University, Organisation, Company
	Click here to enter text.
	51. Referee 2 Email Address
	Click here to enter text.




Section 6 - DTP Equal Opportunities Monitoring Questions

In this section you will be asked a number of DEI questions. The data in this section will be removed from your application at submission and will only be used for general statistical and monitoring purposes and will in no way be taken into account when assessing your application. Those shortlisting and recruiting will not see this information. The data collected are anonymised and are processed and held separately. In all questions, you have the option not to disclose the requested information.
The data provided will be shared with our funders, NERC in its anonymised form as part of our required general reporting process.
By completing this section, you will help us better understand how NERC can ensure equality of opportunity for all. This is sensitive personal data and will be treated in line with the requirements of Data Protection legislation, and in full accordance with The Equality Act, 2010.

*******************************************

Confirmation

If you have any concerns or queries relating to this form, please contact us at iapetus.applications@durham.ac.uk

Please now submit your form using the online form on the Iapetus Diversifying Talent Scholarship Scheme page

By submitting this application form, you have completed one part of your Iapetus Scholarship Scheme application. 

Once you have submitted this form, you will be given a Confirmation Reference Number. By no later than 12 midday (UK time) on Monday 5th January 2026, please complete your application by:


· Emailing your 2-page CV and academic transcripts to iapetus.applications@durham.ac.uk, putting the Confirmation Reference Number and your Last Name in the subject line in the format [Confirmation Reference Number], [Last Name]
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